
Hope for Opelousas has become one of the 
greatest success stories in our great city.  
The children of our community thrive 
in a loving and nurturing atmosphere 
that promotes social skills, education, 
and healthy adventures that most of our 
youth might never get to experience. As 
long as programs like Hope for Opelousas 
exist, Our children will have a fighting 
chance in today’s world. 

330 East Madison St. | Opelousas, LA 70570 

337-942-7270 | info@hopeforopelousas.org
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Dear Friends of HFO,
This year I celebrated my 34th birthday. As I reflect on my 
life, I realize the things that have left the most indelible 
marks are long-term committed relationships. Some of those 
relationships are with family & others are with friends, but the 
common denominator of deep profound impact comes from the 
commitment. Each of us can testify that the relationships that 
have really changed our lives have been the ones that were 
intentional & long term.

HFO is now entering into our 8th year of service. Students 
who were in grade school when we began are now juniors 
& seniors in high school. Parents we once didn’t know are 
now considered family. We are humbled by the progress & 
committed to the process!

This year we saw expansion of our programs, added members 
to our staff, & experienced some of our greatest adventures to 
date. I hope as you read through these stories & statistics 
you see a community that is counter-cultural & a place 
where dreams can grow into reality.

The dream of HFO couldn’t be a reality without the support & 
sacrifice of so many. We are living God’s dream for us everyday 
& are grateful to do it with you!

Loren Carriere
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HOPE FOR OPELOUSAS AGENTS EXCEL

AGENTS OF HOPE
One of the keys to our success is having a 
hardworking-dedicated staff. The front lines of 
this staff are 10 committed high school students 
serving as Agents of Hope. 

Three days a week, the Agents tutor & mentor 
younger students, & one day a week they 
participate in college & life skills preparation for 
their next steps after high school. Please allow 
us to brag on a couple of our Agents. 

HFO Executive Director Loren Carriere & members 
of the Adventure Crew at the Grand Canyon

KIANA SAVOIE BENJAMIN MESSNER

UL at Lafayette -  Biology (Pre-Med) 
Scholarships :
Hope for Opelousas, Doran & Cawthorne 

Awards: 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Merit Award
Battalion Commander Award
NHS JROTC Color Guard & Drill Team
   Leadership Award
JROTC Academic Bowl 
Daughters of the American Revolution 

UL at Lafayette – Biology (Pre-Med)
Scholarships: 
ULL’s Academic Achievement Award &    
  Distinguished Freshman Award 
St. Landry Parish Medical Society
Knights of Columbus Award 

Awards:
OHS & St. Landry Parish 12th Grade Student  
    of the Year
American Legion Leadership Award 
OHS English Award, Composition Award,     
General Excellence Award

Kiana Savoie 
2013-2015 Agent of Hope

Benjamin Messner
2014/2015 Agent of Hope

“Working as an Agent of Hope has 
been a life-changing experience for me, 
it was very challenging at times but 
I’ve managed & I enjoyed every single 
moment of my journey. These kids are so 
amazing & they have really bright futures 
ahead of them , my job is complete here, 
as long as I’ve reached one kid’s heart 
that’s all that matters to me.”

“Serving as an Agent of Hope 
strengthened my passion for helping 
others, but, most importantly, it 
validated the power of a little TLC. 
Love really does change everything—
love inspires, love empowers, & love 
conquers.” 



      2013/2014  2014/2015

Report Card Average         2.534                    2.3482

Percent passing all classes        88%      94%

Reached reading fluency benchmark       56%      71%

Passed All Classes
Average GPA 2.3482

After summer remediation 
100% of HFO students 
passed to the next grade.

94% 

76% 
Oral Reading Fluency 
Improvement

This improvement was 
marked by at least a 
one or more grade-level 
increase 

71% 
Reached Oral Reading 
Benchmark

The majority of students 
began the year two 
to three grade levels 
behind benchmark.

2014/2015 REPORT 
CARD DATA

Forty 4th – 8th graders & 
25 high school students 
participate in our after school 
program each year. 
Our time with students 
focuses academically on 
math & reading remediation 
& homework help. Other 
elements of our program 
include parent participation, 
enrichment trips, & lots of 
basketball.

To better understand how 
we are helping our students 
we track reading levels at 
several points throughout 
the year.

HOPE ON 
THE HILL:
TUTORING

←←
←

High School Director 
Emanuel Woods & his 
wife Nasia Woods who 
will be our Elementary 

Director for 2015-16.

There is a rumor going around that Hope is rising 
up in our city! We aren’t the only ones who think so. 
Our Summer Interns, Grace Corps & Mission Teams 
continue to come & experience how “Love Changes 
Everything” including them. We believe that when 
the bible talks about loving your neighbor as yourself 
beginning with your actual neighbor is not a bad place 
to start. This year we were able to help our neighbor’s 
Rose & Kenneth paint their home.

2014/2015 REPORT

The HFO “Grace Corps” provides the opportunity for a 
recent college graduate to commit to a year of Hope working 
with our organization full time. This year Nasia Woods 
will be transitioning from a Grace Corps Intern to our new 
Elementary Director, we couldn’t be more excited!

This summer’s interns labored at HFO conducting a six week 
skills camp focusing on math & reading. They also spent 
time creating curriculum, leading bible studies, & painting our 
classrooms.

Each year, HFO hosts college mission teams to aid our work 
to the city. We send volunteers to serve other nonprofits, 
provide teacher support to local schools, & work on homes 
in our neighborhood. It’s amazing how a little paint (& a lot of 
caulk) can breathe life into a city.

4 Summer 
Interns

30
1 Grace 

Corps

College Students 
for Spring Break 
Missions

BRINGING THE 
wORLD TO HFO

Having HFO paint my house was a 
gift from God. Seeing these young 
people love us meant the world to 
me.

Mrs. Rose Chavis 
HFO Neighbor

“

”
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LIFE IS AN
ADVENTURE

Each year we dare to create opportunities for 
positive life changing experiences for our kids. 
From a trip to Kids Across America (KAA), a 
Christian sports camp in Branson, MO, to our 
Adventure Crew our students find adventure near 
& far.  

 Within two days, LYS 
became a place of 
comfort & guidance. 
It showed me that 
leadership was 
everything & more. 

“

“

  
              Jerrica Greene

‘14/’15 ADVENTURE CREw
...JOINS THE RIM TO RIM CLUB
Our 26 mile journey started in the snow of the North Rim & 3 
days later & after losing & gaining 4000 feet of elevation we 
stood on the South Rim & were more then conquerers.

Seven HFO students spent 5 days & nights at LSU-
Baton Rouge participating in the 45th Annual Louisiana 
Youth Seminar with over 300 high school peers.

I felt big before walking in the Grand 
Canyon, once there I realized I was just a 
humble servant of a Big God. 

“ “

Tiaj Malveaux

KIDS ACROSS AMERICA

This year HFO joined the Athletes for 
Christ basketball league in Lafayette.  
After going undefeated in the regular 
season  our boys continued their 
winning streak all the way through the 
playoffs. 

‘15/’16 ADVENTURE CREw
From the stories of the DC monuments & museums to the 
perils of the muddy Vermont trails, and capped with the cultural 
expereinces of NYC, this summer our Adventure Crew learned 
first hand the variety & opportunity that our great country has to 
offer.  

New York City, New York

LOUISIANA YOUTH SEMINAR

...TAKES THE 
TRIP OF A 
LIFETIME

2015 AFC CHAMPS! 

HFO attended Kids Across America for the 5th 
summer in a row.  This year we brought 50 kids 
to be a part of this life changing camp that has 
become an integral part of HFO’s ministry. 


