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D e a r  F r i e n d s  o f  H F O ,
There’s nothing like a grueling hike to the top of a mountain 
pass to help you appreciate the view. Last year was one of those 
mountaintop experiences at Hope for Opelousas. To sit in a 
graduation ceremony and watch the kids we have served since 
fourth grade receive their diplomas was truly a majestic view. 

To build on the metaphor some, let me point out that we all have 
different trails to walk. For many the trail is easy and walked with 
lots of support. However, for most of our students the path was 
long and the terrain was steep. It would be a lie to say we never 
had doubts, but seeing the fruit of our efforts is a reward that will 
give hope and motivation to us all for many years to come.

Although in the journey of life reaching a summit is just one brief 
moment, the experience of overcoming fear and doubt with faith 
and long-suffering has equipped our students in a very real way 
with something fundamental for living a full life. The lives of 
these amazing kids would have been completely different had it 
not been for the love and support of HFO, which comes by the 
sacrifice of so many. These stories are your stories, and we are all 
living in God’s story. 

Thanks for partnering with us as we walk out this journey.

L o r e n  C a r r i e r e

M i s s i o n 
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community development 
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support, neighborhood 
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relationships—grounded 

in the truth that Love 

Changes Everything
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building hope: 

2008

2008

2010

First mission team (March) 
and summer interns visit 
and HFO purchases the 

yellow house

Tutoring program begins 
with 12 students in August 

for the 2008/2009 year

In May, Kristina Anderson 
is hired as HFO’s second 

employee 

2013

On August 16, 2013 our 
beloved student Jaylin 

Levier passed away.

2012
Purchase and renovated 

Elementary House increased 
capacity to serve 40 students. 

Jamie Jeltma is hired. HFO 
wins Historic Preservation 

Award.

2011

Agents of Hope Program 
begins (Jan. 2011) and first 
Grace Corps Intern is hired 

(Aug.). 

2014
Red “High School” house is 
purchased (May), renovated 
(Summer) and ready for use 
in August increasing number 

of students served to 75.

2014
New staff members 

Jonathan Fisher- Jr. High 
Director, and Emanuel 
Woods - High School 

Director hired.

2015

Nasia Woods is hired as 
Elementary director.

2016

Loren is selected as a Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of La. 
Angel Award Recipient  

2016
HFO Celebrates its first 
graduating class in May!

2008
Reggie and Marie Dupre’ 

along with support of Hope 
Presbyterian founded HFO 
with Loren Carriere serving 

as Executive Director.



    2013/2014  2014/2015  2015/2016

Report Card Average  2.534                   2.3482 2.71
Percent passing all classes 88%      94%  98%
Reached reading fluency  56%      71%  79%

 

PASSED ALL CLASSES
AVERAGE GPA 2.71

After remediation 100% of 
HFO students passed to the 
next grade.

98%

79% 
ORAL READING 
FLUENCY 
IMPROVEMENT

This improvement was 
marked by at least a 
one or more grade-level 
increase in fluency.

83% 
REACHED 
ORAL READING 
BENCHMARK

The majority of students 
began the year two to 
three grade levels behind 
benchmark.

2015/2016 Report 
card Data

Forty 4th – 8th graders & 
25 high school students 
participate in our after school 
program each year. 

Our time with students 
focuses academically on 
math & reading remediation 
& homework help. Other 
elements of our program 
include parent participation, 
enrichment trips, & lots of 
basketball.

To better understand how we 
are helping our students we 
track reading levels at several 
points throughout the year.

Hope on 
the hill:
tutoring

←
←
←

AT A GLANCE



Agent of Hope Toni Green tutors Keslynn Biagase. Our Agents of Hope program is made 
possible through the generous support of the Pugh Family Foundation. 

Making the grade with hFO’s TUTORING PROGRAM
LOVE, HARD WORK, AND THE NEW VILLAGE = A RECIPE FOR SUCCESS

The HFO tutoring program is more than 
after-school snacks and time to do home-
work. The problems our families face 
are complex, therefore the remedy must 
also be complex. 
The remedy we need 
calls for something 
more diverse than 
just a program: we 
need a new commu-
nity, a new village. 

How many times 
have we heard that 
it takes a village to 
raise a child? Our 
communities have 
been shattered by 
middle class flight 
and the remaining 
families are left to 
face the ills of pov-
erty alone. To work 
solely with the students facing these strug-
gles just isn’t enough; we aim to rebuild the 
very fabric of our community by walking 
hand in hand with our parents to support 

them in their role of raising and educating 
their children.
Many times it’s as simple as sharing our stu-
dents’ grades with parents in real time, or 

having a parent meet-
ing to discuss an issue 
taking place at home. 
The role we play is one 
of love and support, 
with clear expecta-
tions and responsibil-
ities for everyone in-
volved from parents to 
students to HFO staff. 
High expectations 
within a system which 
values accountability, 
encouragement, and 
continuous improve-
ment is summed up in 
one word: love. The 
complex solutions we 
need are only found in 

the fabric of a diverse community. 

Our recipe for success: The New Village—
Love Changes Everything.

  

”Starler King
Mother of Jasmine Jones, 5th Grade

“
It does take a village to raise a 
child. My village is called HFO and 
without Hope I don’t know how 
my little Jasmine and I would cope.



LIFE IS AN
ADVENTURE

Our students were created for adventure. Knowing that real 
life is the best classroom, we create opportunities for positive 
life-changing experiences for our kids outside of the traditional 
classroom. From our HFO basketball team, to group outings 
around Acadiana, to a trip to Kids Across America (KAA), to 
our Adventure Crew, our students experience the world and 
begin to find their place in it.

This year the Hope for Opelousas 
basketball team defended their 
title as champions of the Athletes 
for Christ League—making 
this their third consecutive 
year as league champions. 
Congratulations to our boys and 
to our coaches, Emanuel and 
Nasia Woods!

2016 Athletes For Christ ChaMPS! 

KIDS ACROSS AMERICA

This summer 55 HFO students 
and staff traveled to Branson 
Missouri to attend Kids Across 
America Kamp. This week-long 
experience provides opportunities 
for swimming, sports, character 
development, and Christian 
fellowship. It is a favorite annual 
summer adventure! 

ADVENTURES CLOSER TO HOME
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TRIPS TO SEE PLAYS, GO TO ATHLETIC EVENTS OR OTHER FUN ACTIVITIES ARE 
OFFERED AS INCENTIVES FOR OUR STUDENTS. 

3X

55 KIDS AT KAA

CHAMPS

LSU GAMES

MARKET SWIM PARTY



ADVENTURE CREW FINDS ADVENTURE CLOSE TO HOME!

BSA SWAMP BASE
HFO PARTNERS WITH THE EVANGELINE AREA 
BOY SCOUTS TO TAKE ON THE ATCHAFALAYA

Our Adventure Crew has already challenged 
terrain from NY state to New Mexico, but this 
year we explored closer to home through a 
partnership with the Evangeline Area Council 
Boy Scouts. Sixteen members of the HFO 
Adventure Crew spent six days paddling through 
the Atchafalaya Basin at Swamp Base, one of the 
Boy Scouts of America’s most challenging high-
adventure treks. We experienced all the joys of 
the swamp: air boats, alligators, swimming holes, 
catfish, all with the backdrop of some of the 
most beautiful sights found in Louisiana. Every 
one of the 61.6 miles we paddled strengthened 
character and friendship while fueling our 
students’ appetite for adventure.

”Noah Bernadas
Swamp Base Trek Guide

“The Hope for Opelousas 
crew is truly an example 
that adversity only makes 
us stronger.

61.6 MILES
PADDLED IN THE 
ATCHAFALAYA



Our Summer Interns & Mission Teams continue to come & experience how “Love Changes 
Everything” including them. We believe that when the bible talks about loving your neighbor 
as yourself beginning with your actual neighbor is not a bad place to start. This year our mission 
teams participated in a “Trash Bash”.  Our kids also participated in this service project modeling 
that love begins at home!

2015/2016 REPORT

This summer’s interns labored at HFO conducting a six-week 
skills camp focusing on math & reading. They also spent time 
creating curriculum, leading bible studies, & painting our 
classrooms. Special thanks to: Emily, Rachel, Sam, and Warren.

Each year, HFO hosts college mission teams to aid our work to 
the city. We send volunteers to serve other nonprofits, provide 
teacher support to local schools, & work on homes in our 
neighborhood. It’s amazing how a little paint (& a lot of caulk) 
can breathe life into a city.

4 SUMMER 
INTERNS

30
COLLEGE STUDENTS 
FOR SPRING BREAK 
MISSIONS

Bringing the world to HFO

Pictured are HFO students, families & staff and the mission team from Northwestern College 
getting ready to clean the HFO neighborhood as part of a Louisiana Serves grant project.   



Agents 
of Hope

One of the keys to our success is having 
a hardworking, dedicated staff. The front 
lines of this staff are 10 committed high 
school students serving as Agents of Hope. 

Three days a week, the Agents tutor & 
mentor younger students, & one day a 
week they participate in college & life 
skills preparation for their next steps 
after high school. Thank you to the Pugh 
Family Foundation for your support of this 
program since its inception, it has grown to 
become an important part of our tutoring 
program and your support means so much 
to us! 

”
Brandy Jones

HFO Agent of Hope

“ When I started volunteering at Hope 
for Opelousas I thought it was just 
a place where kids got help with 
homework. As I started to work as an 
Agent of Hope I learned that it was 
so much more. So much loves fills the 
houses . Everyone is like real family. 
The kids then became my family and 
it changed my perspective.

ADULT ministries

HOPE FOR 
RECOVERY

MOM’S BIBLE 
STUDY

NA MEETINGS

For years our staff has worked to help people from St. Landry 
Parish seeking options for recovery. Hope for Recovery works to 
assist individuals with the admission process to the Home of Grace 
and allows generous community members to share the financial 
burden for treatment. This vital mission is helping many seeking a 
second chance at life find hope and healing in the arms of Christ.

We had another great year of our HFO moms partnering 
with moms from Westminster’s Moms in Prayer group to 
gather and support each other monthly. This special group 
also held a Mothers Day celebration complete with dinner 
and fun giveaways for all of our HFO community’s moms and 
grandmothers.

We are proud that one of our fathers James Levier is leading 
two separate meetings here at HFO to serve local residents 
walking through recovery. We are excited to provide a place for 
men and women to grow together and for one of our own to 
grow in leadership.



MY STORY: KELSEY SMITH  Class of 2016
HFO Student 2012-2014, Agent of Hope 2015-2016
My name is Kelsey Smith, I am a graduating Senior from Opelousas High thanks to Hope for 
Opelousas. Four years ago I found out about this program from some friends at school and felt 
that I needed to be a part of it. I was a struggling student who was self-conscious who really 
didn’t love myself. 

I feel like I have come so far. I started as a student who was so far behind, who Ms. Kristina 
always had to stay on her back. After three-and-a-half years as a student I became an Agent of 
Hope who now mentors kids and helps them the same way Kristina helped me. 

One of the hardest things I ever had to endure was losing my mom. My mom died on Thanksgiving 
morning when I was in 8th grade. It was a terrible time in my life. Losing my mom basically tore 
me apart. I was looking for love and I found it here in this place at HFO. 

If I could describe HFO in one word I would use the word “home.” HFO feels like home because 
they are like family to me. They have never turned their backs on me. They were always there 
when I needed them. 

There were times when I had schoolwork to do, and I just didn’t want to do it. But Kristina, 
being the person she is, was always nagging me and riding me and encouraging me to never give 
up, and because of her I am a high school graduate. 

A few years ago, I was making poor decisions. And a couple of my decisions ended me up in a 
courthouse involved with the law, not where I needed to be. Throughout all of these hard times 
that I went through, Loren and Kristina, my grandmother, and my aunt stood with me the whole 
time. I’ve learned so much from that experience that I am now working with the Chief of Police 
who is walking me through the steps to become a cop for the City of Opelousas. 

One of my favorite memories of HFO is my first Adventure Crew trip when my friend Tiara and 
I got completely lost from the group. I remember sitting on a big rock praying to God, “Please 
send Loren.” And not a minute later did Loren come and find us! 

I am the woman I am today thanks to HFO. If it wasn’t for HFO I would probably be the same 
young girl who was completely confused and did not know right from wrong. 

”

“ I am now courageous, fearless, and a leader who has hope for a 
better tomorrow... not only for me, but for a better Opelousas. I 
honestly believe what they say, “Love Changes Everything”... Love 
Changed Me! 

Kelsey Smith
Class of 2016



BUILDING   A LEGACY OF

A SALUTE TO THE CLASS OF 2016
HFO is proud to announce the graduation of these 9 students, who at some point came into 
HFO on their journey toward graduation. We are so proud of you and can’t wait to see what 
love you share! 

1.  ARIEL CHARLES, Top Row Left
2.  SYDNEY SIMS, Top Row Center
3.  JERRICA GREENE, Top Row Right
4.  KEANU THOMAS, Middle Row Left
5.  KAYLAN COLEMAN, Middle Row Center

6.  KELSEY SMITH, Middle Row Right
7.  TREVON EAGLIN, Bottom Row Left 
8.  MEGAN REED, Bottom Row Center
9.  JAMAR RICHARD, Bottom Row Right



Some folks “talk the talk” but 
Hope for Opelousas “walks 
the walk.” Thanks for making a 
difference in kids’ lives one day 
at a time, one kid at a time, one 
family at a time, making our 
community all the better for it. 

330 East Madison St. | Opelousas, LA 70570 
337-942-7270 | info@hopeforopelousas.org

www.HopeForOpelousas.org

“

”
Representative Dustin Miller

Louisiana House District 40


