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LOREN CARRIERE

MISSION
HFO is actively empowering 

a movement of hope—
focused on community 
development through 
educational support, 

neighborhood outreach, & 
intentional relationships—
grounded in the truth that 
Love Changes Everything.

Executive Director

FRIENDS, 

Why or how were you able to become the person you are 
today? Who invested in you & never gave up on you? How has 

love changed you? 

For some of us, we won the lottery with our families. Rich in love, maybe rich 
in money, rich in relationships, rich in faith & character. Maybe it was a coach, 
mentor, or teacher, but I’d bet if you are a success, it’s due to the combination of 
lots of hard work and investment by others. 

That recipe for success is nothing new. It’s what we all need to succeed. 

At Hope for Opelousas, that’s the recipe we’ve committed to using for our kids 
and families. Over the last 10 years, we’ve created a vibrant community where 
love is king and hard work is the expectation – a place where we are all changed. 

This year marked another year of graduates going off to college and trade school. 
It also ushered in the expansion of our program to serve 25 new students and 
their families. We are seeing past graduates nearing completion of their college 
careers and first grade students beginning the journey. 

This adventure is our opportunity to use our lives to do the right thing with 
our time. Thank you all for coming along on the adventure and helping to make 
it all possible. Here’s to the next 10 years and a new generation of Hope for 
Opelousas. 
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CAMPUS MAP

HFO was established in “The Hill” neighborhood of Opelousas in 2008.  
Ten years later, the HFO campus includes 4 converted homes, 2 garage 

apartments and shared play areas.  HFO is a true community 
partner extending throughout the neighborhood 

and St. Landry Parish at-large. 

2008
330 E.  MADISON

The first HFO home included the 
“yellow house” (currently housing 

1st-3rd grades) and apartment that 
is currently used for administration 

and staff. 

2012
324 E. 
MADISON
Added when HFO’s 
students grew to 40. 
The “blue house” is 
home to the 4th & 
5th grade students.

2017
313 E. 
MADISON

2014
705 S.  UNION 

The High School house was 
purchased as HFO students 

began to age and the program 
grew to serve 75.

The 4th home, for Jr. High 
students was purchased through 
a sheriff’s sale to accommodate 
a total of 100 students in the 
program.



REPORT CARD AVERAGE  2.53  2.35    2.71    2.66 2.71
PERCENT PASSING ALL CLASSES 88%   94%   98%  97% 97%

SIGNIFICANT READING FLUENCY 
IMPROVEMENT

            

 

2017 // 2018 REPORT CARD DATA
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

56%    71%   79%   82% 100%

Seventy-five 4th – 12th 
graders participated in our 
after school program in 
2017/2018.

Our time with students 
focuses on math & reading 
remediation & homework 
help. Other elements of 
our program include parent 
participation, enrichment 

97%
P A S S E D  A L L  C L A S S E S

A V G .  G P A  2 . 7 1

trips, & one-on-one mentoring. 

To better understand how we are helping our 
students, we track grades and reading levels at 
several points throughout the year.

T U T O R I N G

100%
O R A L  R E A D I N G 

F L U E N C Y  I M P R O V E M E N T 

R E A C H E D  O R A L 
R E A D I N G  B E N C H M A R K

AT  A  G L A N C E 

71%

‘13/’14 ’14/’15 ‘15/’16 ‘16/’17 ‘17/’18

Students were entering HFO in their 4th grade year. 
Often times, these students were already one or two 
grade levels behind. This prompted us to create an 
Early Elementary tutoring program for grades 1-3 with 
the intention of helping to close and eventually eliminate 
this gap. 



WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
FORMER HFO STUDENTS AND AGENTS OF 
HOPE CREDIT HFO FOR SUCCESS 

KIANA SAVOIE ‘15
FORMER AGENT OF HOPE

“I chose to work for 

HFO because I wanted 

to make an impact on 

kids’ lives. These kids 

are our future, and if we 

don’t believe in them, 

then who will?   I gained 

a second home and 

lessons about caring for 

the future that I couldn’t 

find anywhere else.“

I am currently a Junior at the 
ULL where I am pursuing a 
Bachelors degree in Business 
Administration. I currently 
also work for Iberia Bank 
where I am a bank teller.

WILBERT ROSETTE ‘12
FORMER AGENT OF HOPE

“Hope for Opelousas 

is a blessing to the 

community, and I’m 

thankful for having the 

opportunity to have 

worked with them. 

Through all the ups and 

downs in my life, some 

things that keep me 

going are the lessons I 

learned there.”

In 2017, I received a degree in 
Business Management from 
Southern University. While 
in school, I also held down a 
job and was also a part of the 
Human Beatbox Marching 
Band.  Since graduation,  I 
work as a Safety Manager 
at a sewer construction and 
utility company in Baton 
Rouge.  But even better, I’m 
engaged to be married!

JERRICA GREENE ‘16
FORMER STUDENT & AGENT

Being a part of the Hope 

for Opelousas Family 

deepens my love for 

helping others, children 

mainly. The way they 

are so involved in our 

education influenced my 

career path, choosing to 

become a teacher and 

make a difference just as 

they have done for me.”

I have completed two years 
with SLCC and became a 
full time student at ULL 
majoring in Elementary 
Education. Previously 
working for Bridge Ministry 
of Acadiana, I transitioned 
to the Lafayette Parish 
School System, now working 
for Lafayette Renaissance 
Charter Academy. I am 
working toward graduation 
and student teaching now! 

 
T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E 

P U G H  F A M I LY 
F O U N D AT I O N 

F O R  Y O U R 
S U P P O R T  O F  O U R 
A G E N T S  O F  H O P E 

P R O G R A M 



Summer of 2018 was 
one of growth and change.  

Growing our program to include 25 new 
students, and the transitioning of old and new 

Elementary and High School Directors.  This summer was a 
perfect mix of education and fun that set the foundation for HFO going 

forward.     

T H I S  S U M M E R  W E . . .

•  Tutored for reading remediation

•  Introduced new 1st-4th graders 

•  Practiced math minutes

•  Swam in our neighbors’ pool 

•  Participated in exercise classes  

    led by Mr. Tevin 

•  Went to Chicot State Park and    

    Arboretum 

•  Tubing and Paddle Boarding on 3  

    Mile Lake 

•  Played a ton of basketball! 

•  Children’s Museum, Skating Rink  

    Trampoline Park 

•  Fine Arts Classes 

•  AND MORE! 

In the summer of 2018 HFO was 
awarded a grant from the Louisiana 
Youth for Excellence program,  an 
initiative to promote positive youth 
development and to build awareness 
of consequences for at-risk behaviors. 
We were excited to have this 
curriculum to discuss the topics of 
abstinence, pregnancy, and sexually 
transmitted infections with our junior 
high and high school students.

This program gave our students an 
opportunity to discuss challenging 
topics, ask questions, role play, and 
make decisions ahead of time that 
will keep them safe and their futures 
secure. 

“You don’t have to be a 
follower and give in to peer 
pressure. You can say no. 
Having sex won’t make you 
happy.”

TY’LIYAH \\ 9TH GRADE 

S TAT E  O F  L O U I S I A N A 
LY F E  P R O G R A M 

SUMMER

AT HFO



 »

Duis eleifend eleifend efficitur. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Cras hendrerit enim sit amet iaculis consectetur. Nulla 

feugiat ullamcorper venenatis. Nam tincidunt sed ipsum at consectetur. Sed porta at lacus sed 
viverra. Duis purus elit, tincidunt vitae blandit eu, tempus quis massa. Integer sodales congue 
neque sed feugiat.

Ten years ago, we took our first trip 
across state lines with six kids. No 
matter where they are today, they 
will always remember being a part 
of something special.   We believe 
exposing our kids to the wilderness 
and situations that require 
perseverance will continue to build 
up the character and leadership of 
the next generation.

 This year we repeated a memorable 
trip we took several years ago to 

Washington DC, New York City and 
the Appalachian trail.  We hiked 
nearly 50 miles on the AT in Virginia 
and filled our days with culture in 
DC and NYC.   Experiencing the 
newly opened National Museum 
of African American History and 
Culture was definitely one of the 
highlights of the trip.  We also made 
a quick stop to Niagara Falls that 
will not soon be forgotten.  

“Nature is truly stunning! I would have never imagined I 
would be a backpacker, but the hard work and determination 
it takes to live on the trails has made me a better person. I 
cannot wait for the next ADVENTURE!”

TAYLOR \\ 11TH GRADE \\ PICTURED AT RIGHT
3-YEAR  ADVENTURE CREW MEMBER 

ADVENTURE CREW 
NY  \\  DC  \\  VA  \\  NIAGARA

A  S P E C I A L 
T H A N K  Y O U 

T O  O U R  P A R T N E R 
P A C K  &  P A D D L E  

A N D  O U R  F R I E N D S  
I N  A D V E N T U R E 
T H R O U G H O U T 

T H E  U S



WORKING 

WITH FAMILIES: 
HFO’S SUPPORT COMES FULL 
CIRCLE FOR THE 
BABINEAUX-LEDAY FAMILY. 

“Love changes everything,” has proven 
to be a mission statement that holds 
true in all aspects of our outreach. As 
a team, we have been blessed to see 
how God has impacted not just our 
students but also on the parents we 
serve. Ms. Kelly Babineaux-Leday first 
experienced the love of HFO through 
her daughter attending the program as 
a 4th grader. 

“At the time, Kyleigh was having 
many personal issues, and Mr. Fisher 
reached out and started mentoring 
her. Not only did her grades improve, 
but her attitude improved as well,” 
reflected Kelly. 

Kyleigh is currently a Sophomore and 
holds a job as an Agent of Hope in the 
Lower Elementary House at HFO. Kelly 
has 3 other children that are currently 
enrolled in our program (Traivion, 6th 
grade, Pearson, 4th grade, Sydney, 1st 
grade).

Ms. Kelly continued expressing her 
love for HFO by sharing her personal 

story. “HFO has always been there for 
me and my family. When I wanted to 
finish college, Mr. Fisher personally 
helped me apply. A mission team even 
helped us paint our house when it was 
needed. Their love is never ending.” 

But it doesn’t stop there. After seeing 
the good Hope for Opelousas was 
having on the community, Kelly had 
a desire to do her part. She is now 
the Head Assistant of the Upper 
Elementary House. Not only has she 
taken it upon herself to give back, but 
Kelly also expresses that she is excited 
to be a positive role model and mentor 
to the children in her community. 

“I’ve seen HFO take kids in 
the roughest situations and 
fill their lives with hope by 
instilling the love of God 
into their hearts,” said Kelly, 
“and I couldn’t be happier to 
be a part of it.”

KELLY BABINEAUX-LEDAY



CLASS OF 2018 

HFO PASSES 
THE GRADE! 
1 0 0 %  G R A D U AT I O N  R AT E

Joseph Pickens Tyriana Joseph Donald Guilbeaux

Tony Zachary Emmett Sanders Destinee McLendon

Isaiah Charles Tiara Guil lory

Quincy Leday Jacie Greene

Kaylynn Semien

Leo Franklin

HFO is proud to announce the 
graduation of these 12 students.   

We are so proud of our seniors and 
can’t wait to see what love they share. 
As you see above, our students are 
already achieving. We are proud of all 
they are doing !

NORTHWESTERN 

S TAT E

 S O U T H E R N

U N I V E R S I T Y

 L S U

E U N I C E

L A  C H R I S T I A N 

P R E P



Mission Teams continue to come & 
experience how “Love Changes Everything”- 
including them. We believe that when the Bible talks 
about loving your neighbor as yourself, beginning with your 
actual neighbor is not a bad place to start. 

I N  2 0 1 7 / 2 0 1 8  W E . . .

•  30 college students from mission 

teams from 2 Universities 

•  60 members of high school 

service groups volunteering 

•  Members of out-of-state mission 

team  worked on our campus 

•  Spoke at regional schools about  

HFO’s work and philanthropy in our 

community. 

BRINGING 
THE WORLD 
TO OPELOUSAS 

“I am learning that there is value 
to remaining and establishing a 
community. Change and impact only 
happens by being faithfully present 
in one place for a long time. That’s 
what I think of when I think of HFO. 
This is my second time coming down 
here, and I am leaving wanting to be 
a community builder in wherever 
God places me. Thank you for being 
a wonderful example to me of what it 
looks like to be faithful to where God 
has called you and to be spreading his 
love in that community. HFO and its 
mission has impacted my perspective, 
calling, and outlook on life more than 
you know.” 

MISSION TEAM MEMBER:

LINDSEY HASSMAN 

NORTHWESTERN

SERVICE PROJECT LEADER 



N E W  H F O  T E A M  M E M B E R S :

TEVIN DUHON
HFO HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTOR // JOINED SUMMER 2018
“The world needs our children to grow. With organizations like 
ours, we can give the world HOPE!”

CASSANDRA WESTPFHAL
HFO ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR // JOINED SUMMER 2018
“The students at HFO know how to fill your heart with joy. They 
encourage, support, and love one another as if they were all one 
big family. As I further my journey here at HFO, I continue to 
learn and grow alongside the amazing community that makes 

Hope for Opelousas a true treasure.”

MEET JONATHAN FISHER
HFO JR. HIGH DIRECTOR // SINCE 2012

opportunity where my passion for coaching and kids came together.”

What gets you through the tough days?
“This is a family for me. I’m here for the kids and parents as much as they are 
here for me too. I am lucky in that our kids give as much love as they get. I have 
the honor of seeing kids progress in their education and character and work 
hard. The kids at HFO get me through the tough days.”

You’ve been here for 6 years. How has that time commitment 
helped you do better work?
“I’ve been able to make deeper relationships; only time and commitment can 
help you earn the trust of others. I have grown relationships with parents, kids, 
and our school partners. It helps everything!”

Why you do this work?
“I love it. I’ve always wanted to work with kids. 
After college, I was planning to move to New 
Orleans to be a high school football coach, but 
Katrina derailed that opportunity. So I took a 
job in the oil field, later started a business, then 
after volunteering at HFO, I realized this was an 



330 East Madison St.

Opelousas, LA 70570  

337-942-7270

 info@hopeforopelousas.org

www.HopeForOpelousas.org

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Reggie Dupré Jr. 
Chairperson

Cecette Bassett
Loren Carriere
Richard Gaiennie
Lou Bertha Gloston
Cherie Hebert
Elliott Myers
Raegen Quebedeaux
Ravin Savoy


